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Architectural Drawing Courtesy of Ward-Young Architects 

Dear Sunflower Hill Supporter,

On behalf of the Sunflower Hill Board of Directors and staff, we are thrilled to announce the planned development
of our second Sunflower Hill residential community, which will be known as Sunflower Hill at Lafayette Lane!   
  
On Monday, January 25, 2021, the Lafayette City Council approved the planned community, Lafayette Lane, which
is being developed by Pacific West Communities, Inc., Miramar Capital, and Novin Development Corporation.
Sunflower Hill will collaborate with the developers and Ward-Young Architects to advise on the design of Building
1, which is currently planned as a 38-unit affordable rental community for adults with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. Construction is anticipated to begin in 2023, with a tentative completion in 2026. Once
complete, Sunflower Hill will provide person-centered activities for its residents and the greater community.  
  
We are extremely grateful for the groundswell of support from the families in Lafayette who championed this
cause, the Lafayette Planning Commission, and the Lafayette City Council, who unanimously approved the
development.  
  
At this time, we don't have specific details regarding the future leasing process. As soon as we have those details,
we will share it with you via email, on our website, and on social media. 
  
As we excitedly embark on our second residential community, we hope that you will join us by sharing this news
with family and friends, both near and far.  
  
All our best,
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Edie Nehls, Executive Director Kathy Layman, President, Sunflower Hill Board of
Directors

Share This Email!

 

 

Residential Survey

Help us gather valuable information about what sort of community you or
your loved one would thrive in. The information you share is confidential
and will be used for our long-range and strategic planning as we seek to
develop programs, activities, and independent and supportive living
communities for adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities.

 

Sunflower Hill Blog Goes Live

Earlier this month we launched the Sunflower Hill
Blog, featuring weekly articles that include Sunflower
Hill at Irby Ranch resident spotlights, resident tips for
living independently, reviews, motivational
activities, adaptive cooking tips, adaptive gardening

2020 Year at a Glance

We're excited to share our Year at a Glance,
highlighting all that we accomplished in 2020! We are
proud to have been able to strategically evolve our
organization during a challenging year to continue to
support individuals with intellectual and developmental

Donate Today!

Survey
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tips, and more! If you missed it, be sure to read our
Irby Ranch resident spotlight on Jennifer to learn what
living independently means to her. Subscribe to
receive the blog in your email inbox each week!

disabilities. Thank you for being a part of the joy and
energy that we at Sunflower Hill strive to bring to our
community and the people we support every day.

Sunflower Showcase - Save the Date

Save the date for the Sunflower Showcase on Friday,
July 23, 2021. The Sunflower Showcase will be a visual
and performing arts event showcasing talented, local
adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
Featuring America’s Got Talent Season 14 Winner,
Kodi Lee, the Sunflower Showcase will provide critical
funds to support the mission and vision of Sunflower
Hill. Tickets will be available soon. If you're interested
in sponsorship opportunities, please contact us.

Virtual Programs Connect

Our virtual program participants are engaging with
others and learning new skills! Our free Popcorn Chat
program encourages participants to engage in
activities to build community and friendship,
experience supportive leadership, and learn the tools
necessary to enjoy their own virtual, social
independence. Our cooking classes build independent
living skills through cooking discussions, teacher
demonstrations, and group activities. There are just a
few spots left in our Cooking Class with Teacher Abby,
Session 2: Simple Meals. Register by March 4, 2021.

 

Welcome New Sunflower Hill Team Members

We're excited to welcome three new Sunflower Hill team
members to our family! Caitee Valdez joined us in January as
the Residential Programs Coordinator. She holds a bachelor's
degree in Psychology and is currently pursuing a master's
degree in Counseling. Most recently, she was a Registered
Behavioral Technician, working closely with those who were
diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder and their families.
Andrea del Rio joined us in January as the Garden
Coordinator. Andrea holds a bachelor's degree in Modern
Literature and has over 8 years of experience working in small

scale urban agriculture, education and community driven organizations. Most recently, she worked as the Training

 

https://default.salsalabs.org/T58635a18-f410-440e-8d52-da1a6c788775/8c565b82-cf6c-4ea2-ab86-3465f28931d0
https://default.salsalabs.org/T6bc206f9-4751-4a60-9ad6-17474b04db66/cc107351-c983-432f-9843-2d573d6b1ecb
https://default.salsalabs.org/T4fcac18a-aace-43bf-b227-200c315501b2/66ba5ee7-60f2-4af2-b8b0-becfe5eec1f5
https://default.salsalabs.org/Td4bc13c1-ad13-40e4-b137-ea80d261d3fd/cef31046-0e59-4a63-8cfb-f72db3a74c14
https://default.salsalabs.org/T9a41c3c2-e7c9-429a-86f8-00c6fe093355/7bc79b13-95c8-474d-86e3-da4c87ceabef
https://default.salsalabs.org/T9763836a-2174-44d3-8ac2-88fefa4fe1ed/16175504-bb65-46b4-a34c-5315443b6431
https://default.salsalabs.org/T21c61999-3419-4032-9120-fff2c912c5c4/a2b18ddd-6ee4-45b4-a0c1-7ad65aa8a26d
https://default.salsalabs.org/T28520e30-32e2-4cd1-9262-d7e5d80c5581/0626cb2c-60cf-43e5-ae26-c7b6fd47be43
https://default.salsalabs.org/Tabc484d4-6187-428e-b9ff-b42b71096085/a2c5b2fa-4a00-4c1d-b5bc-cfb344e42140


2/24/2021 Sunflower Hill February 2021 Newsletter

https://sunflowerhill.salsalabs.org/february2021newsletter 4/4

and Education Program Supervisor for Santa Cruz’s Homeless Garden Project. Michael Roberts, who joined us
just last week as the Annual Giving Manager, holds a bachelor's degree in Business Administration. He has been a
Rotary Club member for several years, serving on the Board of Directors, Board of Trustees and as Club
Treasurer. Michael’s background and experience has largely been as an Event Coordinator and Sales Manager in
both for-profit and non-profit settings.

 

Follow Us
Contact Us

Contact Us

info@sunflowerhill.org | 925-800-1042
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